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Slice the salawi
b. Be careful and your
As Jespersen snd Poutsma correctly cbserved,
same way asi
3. a.
b. If you are cgreful, your imsursncz company will love
Similarly there are the negative conditionals:
4. a. Blice the salami or I won't make you an egg cream.
b. Be careful or your insurance cempanyv won’t love yaou.
These are vndarsteod ia the same way as:

5. =.

h. If you axe net careful.

ives. For crewmple, thera is the
and I°1} make you an egg cream.
ingurzace compavy will leve you.
these are understozd in the
if you slice the salami, 1’1} make you an egg cream.
you.

f you don't slice the salomi, I wen't make you an agg cresm-

vour insurance cempany wen't leve vou
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Then there are cother pseuvde~imperatives as well.

5. a. Be grateful that we didn't take all of ycur fellswship

.. ODRY 8Way-

b: Be thankful thst you have only three exams next Monday.
These cannot be true jlaperatives, Since they <an neither be iaterpretad
as commance of reguests, nor can they take the tag Ywill you.®

6°. a. *Be grateful fer that, will you.

b. “Be thankful for that, will ycu.
Alfhough there are true imperatives:

c. Be careful, will you.

d. Be polite, will you:
A plausible zource for the sentenczs of i{6) would be:

7. a. You should be grateful thet we didn't take all of your

fellouship money away.

b. You should be thamkful that you have only three exsms next

Honday.

Similarly there is the negative variety of the welcome-advice imperatives:

8. a. Den’t be agshamed because you flunked ycur gemerals.

b. Don’t be despondent because your girl left you and stole all

your money-
These would be derived from:
9. a. %You shouldn’t be sshamed because you flunked your generals.

b. You shouldn't be despondent because your girl lefk ycu and

stole all your money.
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them corrsctly end imnslghtfully — 22 far as they go. WUnfortunately, the
lael of concern that tradicional prammarisans showed for ungraminatica)

seatences cansed them to wiss an interesiting pheacmenon. For inetance,

- the verbs and adjectives that car oceur in frue Laperative construciisns,

that 4s, in comwand imperatives, are naf the same ag thoee that cam occcur
in pgeudo~imperative comsiructions of the type w2 have illustraked.
10, a. 1£ you doubt that you will succeed, you will nol succeed.
b. Doubt that you wiil susceed, and you will not succeed.
c. *Doub; that vou will succeed.
11. 3. if you know the answer, you will get an A.
p. HKpow the angwer and wvou will get an A.
c¢. *Knoy the angwer.
12, a., 1f you erxe Zich, you will ba respected.

b. Be rich and you'll ba respectad.

13. 'a. If you are imtelillgent, you'll get into M.I.T.
b., Be imtellizent and you'll get into M.Z.7.
c. *Be intelligent.
The same is true of the negative conditionals.
4. a. If you don’t ¢ ELEOCI& ¢ litorature, college girls won‘t like
b. Appreciste literature or college giris wen't like vou.
c. ZApopreciste literature.

‘t ooy vhe onsver, you'il flunk.

15. a. Zf you don
b. Hpow kthe anpwer or you®ll flunk.

c. HKnow the answex -

you.



16. &. If you sren’t xich, you won't be respected.
b. Be rich or you won‘t be respected.
c. *Be rici.
17. a. If you aren’t rall, you won't make rhe basketball team.

t make the basketbxll team.

Thus, althcugh all verbs amd adjectives occur in pseude-imperatives,
only some of them occur in true imperatives iccmmand imperatives). The
chart of figure 18 indicates some exampies:
.o . slice careful knew tall
18. TAKES COMMAND XMPERATIVES + +* - =
This is mot an isolated fact. As we shall show, the ability
of a verb or adjective to take command imperatives as opposed
to pseudo-imperatives) corrvelates exactly with the ability of
that word to occur in & number of other, seemingly unrelaced
constructions. In attempting te account for these facts, we
will postulate a syntactic property shared by all the verbe that
cccur in these constructions. ¥We will call that property STATIVE.
We assume that our sample verbs have the values for the property
STATIVE as indicated in figure 19.
slice cereful know «all
19. STATIVE - - o *
' 3t has leng been kngwn thar certain verbs. do not take
the progressive auxilinrys

ﬁm\ 20. a. X am }parning that.

b. *I am Xnowing ruac.
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2Ll. a. I am listening to the music. T am glicing the salami.
b, *1 am hearing the music. %I am doubting that the world is flat.

Although most adjectives don't take the progressive auxiliary, as in:

22. a. %He is being tall.

b. ‘*He is being rich.
gome adjeccives de take the pregressive:
23. a. He is being careful.
b, He {s bcing noisy.

Of course, this restriction is not true for all participles ending
in "-ing,” but cnly for the progressive auxiliary. Thua, ve may have the
transformacionally derived participles:

23%. a. His knowing that surprised me.

b. His hearing the music anmoyed ne.

c. His being tall delighiied her.

d. His beiag rich delighted her even more.
What has not been noticed previously is that the adjectives and verbs
that can take the progressive auxiliary are just those that can take
commaad imperatives, namely, the NOR-STATIVE adjectives and verbs. Those
that cannot take the present progressive are exactly those that cannot
take command imperatives, namely, the STATIVE verbs and adjectives.

A great many verbs can teke the pro-form "de=someching." If£ you
are listening to music, ycu can say that you are "deing something.®
Similarly, you can say that you are “deing something" if you sre slicing
salami or lowkiag at s painting ox learning scme fzcts. This is reflected
in the grammasicality ef the seatencesg:

24. a. What T did was listcn (o the music.

b. VWhat X did was glice the salawi.



c. What Johm did was look at the pzinting.

d. What Harry did was learn the answer to these questions.
However, cartain verbs may not take a do-somesthing pro-ferm:
25. a- “What I did was hear the music.
b. “fiaat I did was doubt that the world was flat.
c. »Hhat John did vas see the painting.
d. *What Harry did waes know that answer.
Most adjectives may not take a do-somcthing pro-form:
26. a. *What you have to 4o to please me is be gall.
b. “hat you have to do to please me is to be rich.
But some adjectives may take a do-something pro~form:
27. a. What you have t¢c do to please me ig be careful.
b. What you have to do to znnoy Bili is be noisy.
The verbs and adjectives that can taoke do-something pro-forms are
exactly those that can take command imperatives and the progresgsive
auxiliary = the ROH-STATIVE verbs and ad)ectives. Those that cannot take
the do<something pro-form are the STATIVE verbs and adjectives.
There are some verbs and adjectives that take complements in which
other verbs and adjectives mey not accur. Consider, for instance,
"persuade” and "remind.!

28, &, I persudaded Joha to listen to the music.

b. =1 persudaded John to hear the music.

-
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29. a. I persuaded John te learn the amswer.
b. %1 perguaded John to know the answer.
30. a. 1 persuaded John to be carefui.
b. *I persuaded John to be tall.
31. a- I persuaded John to be polite.
b. =] persuaded John to be aslizep.
32. a. I reminded John to listen to the music.
b. %I reminded John o heay the music.
33. a. 1 reminded John to learn the answer.
b. *I reminded Johan to kmow the answer.
34. a. I reminded Jokn to be cgreful.
b, #*I reminded John to be tall.
35. a. I reminded John to be polite.

b. %I reminded John to be asleep.

unly NON-STATIVE verbs énd adjectives @may oceur in chese complements.
Stative verbs and adjectives may not.

Hanner adverbials that are subcategerized with respect to sentence
subjects cbey the same restriction. A typical mammer adverb of this sert
would be "eathusiastically" as oppesed to "quickly.”" "Enthusiastically"
must hava an animate subjecks

36'. a. John sliced the salami enthusiastically.

b. ¥%Ffhe machiune sliced the salami enthusiastically.



¥Quickly" and similar adverbs are not restricged in this ways
c. John sliced the salami quickly.
d. The machiae sliced the 8&1&&1 quickly.
We will restxict our attention to adverbs iike “emthusiastically" that
are subcategorized with respect to subjects.
36. a. John gliced the salaml enthusiastically.
b. %*John doubted that fact enthusiastically.
37. a. John ligitemed to the music carefuelly.
b. %John Weard the music carefully.
38. a. John learned the angswer reluctantly.
b. *John kney the answer reluctantly.
39, a. John painted the picture masterfully.
b. #*3ohn congidered Harry a fink masterfully.
Manner adverbisls that are subcategorized with respect to subjects
can cccur only with NON-STATIVE verbs. STATIVE verbs may not take such
adverbials.
Only ¥ON-STATIVE verbs may occux with the adverbial “for someone’s
sake." For example:
40, a. I learned that fact for my teacher’s sake.
b. %I know that fect for my teacher's sake.
41. a., I listened to the music for John'se sake.
bo *J heard the mugsic for John’s sake.
42, 2. I logked at the painting for Harry's sake.
b. %I saw the painting for Harcy's sake.
The phrzse "instead of" mushk cceur between two clauses in the base

Pomarker. The main verb in each clause must be RON-STATIVE.



43. a. ¥ listemed to the muslic inctead of lopking ak the painting.
b. @Y heard the music instaad of losking at the painting.
c. B listensd to the mugle instead of seging the painting.
¢. @Y heard the music inscend of seeiny the painting.

&lro 2. 1 bought the bosk inctead «f leatihing a1l these facts.

b. XL xecefved the book instead of luarning all these Iacis.
c. 21 bought the besl instead of kncyuing all chese facts.
d. #i recaived the boolt imstead of knowing all these facts.
There i3 auncther pro-form vhich is very much like "do something"
but which appears oaly with verbs, mamely, “do so”. "De so" can substitute
only for HOV-STALIVE verbs.
45. a. 1 learmed the arswer, although Bill told me not to de se.
b. #X knew the answer, althcugh Bill) told me not o do so.

£6. a. A listemed to the music, sithcugh Bill told me =met te do sc.
b. %% heard the music, althcugh Bill told me net to do so.

47. a. % looked gt the painting, altheugh Bill tecld me not to do so.
b. %I gaw the painting, slthough Bill teld me not to do se.

3o have shown that there are a large number of seemingly unralated
syntactic phecomenaz in English, most of which can be related only if one
censiders the evidence of undexlying grammatical siructure, gnd not that
of guperficial gremmatical structure: conly command imperatives must take
EGﬁaSI&fE?E verbs and adjectives; derived imperatives or °pseudo-imperstives’
do net abey this restriction. Only the participles eof the pregressive
suxiliary are reatricted to NOR-STATIVE verbs; dezived paxticiplas are nok.

The gramsatical distincitlon that we have upenvared — ghat between

STACIVE and HOH-STATIVR verbs and adjectives = puartialiy reflaces a
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semantic distinction. In an overvhelming aumber of cases, STATIVE
verbs and adjectives have the semantic property, NOM-ACTIVITY, and
HON-STATIVE verbs and adjectives have the semaatic property, ACTIVITY.
There arc very few exception tc this gereralization, and they seem te
£all inte classes. For example:

CLASS 1. remain, stay, keep; ...

CLASS 2: sit, stand, huddle, squat, ...

And there are undoubtedly other such classes. Whet is iatevesting about
the exceptions to this generalization is thnat they are all cases of
semantically NON-ACTIVE verbs that are syntactically NON=STATIVE. So
far as T have been able to tell, there don't seem to be any exceptions
that are semantically ACTIVE and syntactically STATIVE.

There ie another interesting fact abeout the grammatical property
STATIVE., Traditional grammarians described verbs as indicating activigies
end adjectives as indicating properties or states. This, of course, is
not entirxely true, but it is true in an overvhelming number of cases.
Adjectives are normally STATIVE and verbs are normally MON-STATIVE.
NON=-STATIVE adjectives are the exception, not the rule, as are STATIVE
verbs. Thig is a generalization that cannot be captured inm the present
theory of transformetional gremmar. In order to state such a generalizationm,
one would need to incorporate inte present transfermational thesry a
notion of a nermal case as opposed to an exceptional case. That is,
one vould need a meticn similar to the Prague Scheol notion of markedness,
in which the noxrmal cases are "unmarked’ and the excepticnal cases are

‘marked.’ Thus; for verbs, ROM-STATIVE would be unmarked, while STATIVE



would be marked. But for adjectives, the oppesite would be true: NOR=SFATIVE

would be marked and STATIVE would be unmarked. Thus, the facts aboui the
feature S5TATIVE provide some evidence that the present theory of
transformational grammar is inadeguate o the extent that it does no:
incorporate scme notion like markedness.

In traditional grammar, as well as ia the work of structural and
trxansformational linguists, adjectives and verbs have been treated as
totally distinct and disparaie entities. But, @5 we have seen, Soth
adjectives and verbs must be subcategorized with respect te the property
STATIVE. In this respect, adjectives and verbs are similar. But the
similarity i» not a superficial one. Compare this similarity with the
entirely superficisl similarity between verbs and nouecs which i3 shewn
by the fact that both verbs and nouns may be either singuler or plural.
This is a fact about surface grammar. Verbs dc not have inherent number.
Rather they ascqulre number f£rom their subject ncuns by a relatively late
crangformational rule. But the preperty STATIVE or NON-STATIVE may neot
be diskributed among werbs aend adjectives by any transfermaticnal rule.
Rather, the value for the property STATIVE must be indicated in the lexicen
for each verb and adjective. Xt is not a surface property, but rather
an inherent property cf both verbs and adjectives.

But adjectives are not cnly similar in that they share the proparty
STATIVE. On the coatrary, in the examples given above, we shewed
adjectives and verbs nre trested identicelly with respect to many different

grammatical censtructions. A& great maay mexe examples of the same sort
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cculd be given, and a2 clese gstudy of English syntax wculd reveal that
sdjectivea and verbs are treated idenitically with respect to a considersble
pumber of tranaformationgl tuleg and have a large number of lexical
preperties in comron. Such facts,; added fo the ones we have already
presented, wculd coastitute streng eviderce tur the asseriicn that vhat
traditicnal grammarigns called adjectives and vexbs are really members

of the same major grammatical category.





