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Tradizicnal graumarians have koown for mony years  thet the loperaiive

ceastructicn in English has 2 wide vaviety of useo,; Che maia nge baing o

express comnanrds o¢ reguecta.

For exsmplsz, .
1. a. §lice the salami.
b. ®e careful.
AL gl S mad—r -

But the jmpevrative ccnaotructicn nss ¢ numboer of other uses — which

‘S

.

Jeppersen vefers to as pssudo-imperatives. For enaumple, there le the
conditicaal use of the imperative.
2. 2. Slice the salami and I°1} make you en egg cream.
b. Be careful and your insurzace compauy will leve you.
As Jaspersen snd Poutsma correctly cbserved, these ere understcood in the
same way =a8i
3. 2. 1f you glice the salami, 1’11 make you an egg cream.
b. Xf you are careful, your imsursncz company will love you.
Similarly there are the negative conditionals:
4, a. Slice the salami or I won't make you an egg cream.
b. Be careful er yecur imsurance compaay won’t leve yecu.
These are vndarsteod ia the same way as:
5. =. f you don't slice the salomi, I wen't make you an 2gg cream-

b. If you ave nct cazeful. vour insurance cemany wen‘t leve you



(\]

Then there are cother pseude~lmperatives as well.

5. a. BRe grateful that we didn't take all of ycur fellcwship

.. meney away-

b. Be thankful thst you have only three exams next Monday.
These cannot be true jmperatives, Since they can neither be iaterpretad
as commance oFf reguests, nmor can they take the teg Ywill you.®

6“. a. *Be grateful for that, will you.

b. “Be thankful for that, will ycu.
Alfhough there are true imperatives:

c. Be careful, will you.

d. Be polite, will you-
A plausible zource for the sentenczs of i{6) would be:

7. a. You should be grateful thet ve didn't take all of your

fellouship money away.

b. You should be thankful that you have only three exams next

Honday.
Similarly there is the negative variety of the welcome-advice imperatives:
8. a. Don't be agshamed because you flunked ycur gemerals.

b. Don'’t be despondent because your girl left you and stole all

your money-.
‘These would be derived from:
9. &-. %¥You shouldn’t be sshamed because you flunked your generals.

b. You shouldn't be despondent because your girl lefs ycu and
stole all your money.



Facts lile these, Lf not exacrly these facis, have beea iucwn for scme
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cime. Serd £ cienal grammars wention such facte srd usually deal with
them correctly end imsightfully — a2 far as they go. Unfortunately, the

lack of concarn chat traditional prammariuns showed for ungramsatical

teresting phencmenon. Tor inetaance,

geatences canaed them Lo wiss an in
- the verbs and adjectives that can oceur int true Laperative construciions,

-

that 4s, in command imperatives, are naof the same as those that cawn cccur
in pseudo-imperative comsiructions of the type we have illussraked.
10, a. 1f you doubt thet you 10ill succeed, you will not succeed.
b. Doubt that you will succeed, and you will not succeed.

ce. *Doub& that vou will succeed.

11. a. if you know the sngwer, you will get an A.

Fal

I

b. HKpow the answer and wou wili get an A.
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12, a. 1f you exe rlch, you will bLa reapected.

b > L4

b. DBe rich and you'll be respecied.

s

13. ‘a. Ef you are imteliligent, you'll get into X.I.T.

ke

b., Be imtellizent and you'll get into M.Z.%Z.
c. %Be intelligent.

The same is true of the nmegative conditionals.

14, a. If you dor’t ggggggia:e literature, coliege girls won't like

b. Appreciste literatmre or college giris wem't like vou.
c. ®Apvreciate literature.

't hpow che enswer, you'll £lunk.

15. a. %f you dom
b, Hmow the anower or you‘ll flunk.

c- HKnow the answex-

you.



16. a. If you aren’t Iich, you von't be respected.
b. Be rich or you won't be respected.
c. *Be yich.
17. a. If you arean’t tall, you won‘t make the basketball tezm.

t make the basketball team.

Thus, althcugh all verbs and adjectives occer in pseude-imperatives,
only some of them occur in true imperatives {ccmmand lmperatives). The
chart of figure 18 indicates some examples:
.o . slice careful knew tall
18. 'TAKES COMMAND IMPERATIVES + +* Se =
This is not an isclated fact. As we shall show, the ability
of a verb or adjective to take command imperatives as opposed
to pseudo-imperatives) cortelates exactly with the ability of
that word to occur in = number of other, seemingly unrelaced
constructions. In attempting te account for these facts, we
will postulate a syntactic property shared by all the verbs that
cccur in these constructions. We will call that property STATIVE.
He assume that our sample verbs have the values for the property
STATIVE as indicated in figure 19.
slice cereful know tall
19. STATIVE - - ¢ *
. Jt has long been known thar certain verbs. do nok take
the progressive auxiliarys

f@\ 20. a. X am }earning that.

b. *I am Xnowing ruac.



21. a. I am listening to the music. I am glicing the salami.
b, *1 am hearing the music. %I am doubting that the world is flat.

Although meost adjectives don't take the progressive auxiliary, as in:
22. a. %Be is being tall.
b. “*He is being rich.
gome adjeccives de take the pregressive:
23. a. He is being careful.
b. He is bcing noisy.
0f course, this restriction 18 not true for all participles ending
in "-ipg,"” but cnly for the progressive auxiliary. Thua, ve may have the
transgformationally derived participles:
23°. a. His knowing that surprised me.
b. His hearing the music annoyed me.
c¢. His being tall delightied her.
d. HRis belng rich delighted her even more.
What has not been noticed previously is that the adjectives and verbs
that can take the progressive auxiliary are just those that can take
commaand imperatives, namely, the NOR-STATIVE adjectives and verbs. Those
that cannot take the present progressive are exactly those that cannot
take command imperatives, namely, the STATIVE verbs and adjectives.
4 great many verbs can teke the pro-form "de-someching." If£ you
are listening to music, ycu can say that you are "doing something.®
Similarly, you can say that you are "doing something" if you are slicing
salami or lowkiag at & paintincg ox lzarning scme fzcts. This is reflected
in the grammasicality ef the seatences:
24, a. What ( did was listcn (o the music.

b. VWhat X did was glice the salawi.



¢. What Johm did was leook at the pzinting.

d. What Harry did was learn the answer to these questions.
However, cartain verbs may not teke a do-seacthing pro-form:
25. a~ “What 1 did was hear the music.
b. *faat I did was doubt that the world was flat.
c. “*¥What John did vas see the painting.
d. “What Herry did was know that answer.
Most adjectives may not take a do=-something pre-form:
26. a. “What you have to do to please me is be kall.
b, “Jhat you have to do to please me is to be rich.
But some adjectives may take a doegomething pre~form:
27. a. UWhat you have tc do to please me ig be careful.
b. What you have to do to annoy Bill is be noisy.
The verbs and adjectives that cen toke do-something pro-forms are
exactly those that can take command imperatives and the progressive
auxiliary = the ROW-STATIVE verbs and adjectives. Those that cannot take
the do<something pro-form are the STATIVE verbs and adjectives-
There are some verbs and adjectives that take complements in which
other verbs and adjectives mey not accur. Consider, for instance,
"persuade" and "remind.!

28. e. 1 persudaded Joha to listen to the music.

b. *I persudaded John to hear the music.

-



29. 8. I persuaded John te learn the answer.
b. *1 persuaded John to know the answer.
30. a. I persuaded John o be careful.
b. *I persuaded John to be tgll.
31 a-. I persuaded John to be polite.
b. *I persuaded John to be mslizep-
32. a. I reminded John to listen to the music.
b, %I reminded John 2o hsar the music.
33. a. I reminded John to learn the answer.
b. *I reminded .John to know the answer.
34. a. X reminded John to be careful.
b. *I reminded John to be tall.
35. a. X reminded John to be polite.

b. %I reminded John to be asgleep.

Unly NON-STATIVE verbs énd adjecetfves @ay ocsur in chese complements.
Stative verbs and adjectives may not.

Manner adverbials that are subcategerized with respect to sentence
subjects cbey the same restriction. A typical manner adverb of this sort
would be "enthusiastically" as opposed to "quickly." "Eathusiastically”
must hava an animate subjects:

36°. a. John sliced the salami enthusiastically.

b. *¥The machine sliced the salami enthusiastically.



#Quickly" and similar adverbs are not restricted in this ways

Co

d.

John sliced the salami quickly.

The machtae sliced the 8&13&1 quickly.

We will restrict our attention to adverbs iike “emthugiastically" that

are subcategorized with respect to subjects.

36.

37.

38,

39,

a.

b,

ao

b

Qo

b

John gliced the salaml enthusiastically.
#John doubted that fact enthusiastically.
John listened to the music carefully.
“John hieard the music cerefully.

John learnmed the answer reluctantly.
%John kney the answer reluctaantly.

John painted the picture masterfully.

#3ohn congidered Harry & fink masterfully.

Manner adverbisls that are subcategorized with respect to subjects

can occur only with NON-STATIVE verbs. STATIVE verbs may not take

adverbials.

such

Only XON-STATIVE verbs may occuxr with the adverbial "for someone's

sake."

40.

41,

42,

8.
b.
a.
Do
2.

b.

For example:

1 learned that fact for my teacher’s sake.
%] know that fact for my teacher's sake.

I listeped to the music for John's sake.
*] heard the music for John‘s sake.

I logked at the painting for Harry‘'s sake.

#3 saw the painting for Harcy's sake.

The phrase "instead of" must cceur between two clauses in the

Pomarker. The main verb in each clavse must be NON-STATIVE.

base



43. a. 1 listened to the music instead of lopking ak the painting.
b. @Y heard the music instaad of losking at the painting.
c. ®% iistenszd to the muslc Lnstead of gening the painting.
¢. 2f heard the music ingtead of seeing the painting.
44, @. T bought the bock instead of leariing all these facts.
b. %L xeceived the beok insgead ef luarning ali these facis.
c. *I bgught the bovk instead of kncuing all chese facts.
d. #1 recelved the bool: imstead of knowing all those €acts.
Thezre iz ancther pro-form which is very much like "do something”
but which appears only with verbs, vamely, “do so”. "Do so" can substicute
only for HXO1-BFATIVE verbs.

45. a. I learnmed the answer, although Bill told me net to de ao.

b, #X knew the ansver, although Bil) i:0ld me not to do so.

46. a. I listemed to the music, slthcugh Bill told me net te do 80.
b. %I heard the music, alithcugh Bill told me not to do so.

47. a. I }looked gt the painting, altheugh Bill veld me not to de 8o.
b. *1 gaw the painting, slthough Bill teld we not to do se.

Je have shoun that there are a large number of seemingly unralated
syntactic phenomena in English, most of which can be relatad only if one
censiders the evidence of underlying grasmatical structure, and not that
of superficlal grammaticel structure: eonly command imperatives must take
seﬁasxafzvz verbs and adjectives; derived imperatives or ’pseudo-imperatives’
do net obey this restriction. Only the participles of the progressive
susdliary are restricted to HON-STATIVE verbs; derived participles are nok.

The gramsatical distiunctlon that we have wacnvared ~ ghat batween

(f\ STAPIVE and HOH-STATIVE verbe and sdjectivas = purtisliy reflzees &



°1U° ’

semantic distiaction. In an overvhelming aumber of cases, STATIVE
verbs and adjectives have the semantic property, NOM-ACTIVITY, and
HON-~STATIVE verbs and adjectives have the semantic property, ACTIVITY.
There are very few exception tec this gereralizatiorn, and they seem Lo
£all inte classes. For example:

CLASS 1. remain, stay, keep; ...

CLASS 2: sit, stand, huddle, squat, ...

And there are undeoubtedly other such classes. Whet is iatevesting abosut
the exceptions to this generalization is that they are all cases of
semanticalily NOH-ACTIVE verbs that are syantactically RON-STATIVE. So
far as T have been able to tell, there don't seem to be any exceptions
that are semantically ACTIVE and syntactically STATIVE.

There ie another interesting fact abcut the grammatical property
STAYTIVE., Traditional grammsrians described verbs as indicating activigies
end adjectives as indicating properties or states. This, of course, is
not entirxely true, but it is true in an overvhelming number of cases.
Adjectives are normally STATIVE and verbs are normally NON-STATLVE.
NON=STATIVE adjectives are the exception, not the rule, as are STATIVE
verbs. Thisg is a generalization that cannot be captured in the present
theory of transformetional gremmar. Ia order teo state such a generalization,
one would need to incorporate inte present transformational thesry a
notion of a nermal case as opposed to an exceptional case. That is,
one vould need a meticn similar to the Prague Scheol notion of markedness,
in which the normal cases are "unmarked’ and the excepticnal cases are

‘marked.’ Thus; for verbs, ROM-STATIVE would be uvnmarked, while STATIVE



would be marked. But for adjectives, the oppesite would be true: NOR=STATIVE

would be marked and SYATIVE would be uomarked. Thus, the facts aboui the
feature STATIVE provide some evidence that the present theory of
transformational grammar is inadeguate o the extent that it does no:
incorperafe scme notion like markedness.

In traditionel grammar, as well as in the work of structural and
transformational linguists, adjectives and verbs have been treated as
totally distinct and disparaie entities. But, a5 we have seen, Soth
adjectives and verbs must be subcategorized with respect tc the property
STATIVE. In this respect, adjectives and verbs are similar. But the
similarity i» not a superficial one. Compare this similarity with the
entirely superficlal similarity between verbs and noues which i3 shewn
by the fact that both verbs and nouns may be either singular or plural.
This 1s a fact about surface grammar. Verbs dc not have inherent number.
Rather they scqulre number from their subject ncuns by a relatively late
crangformaticnal rule. But the preoperty STALIVE or NON-STATIVE may not
be distributed among werbs aend adjectives by any transfermaticnsl rule.
Rather, the valua for the property STATIVE must be indicated in the lexicen
for each verb and adjective. Xt is not a surface property, but rather
an inherent property cf both verbs and adjectives.

But adjectives are not cnly similar in that they share the proparty
STATIVE. On the coatrary, in the examples given above, we showed
adjectives and verbs nre treated identicelly with respect ¢o many Gifferent

grammatical constructionsg. A& great many mexe examples of the same sort
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cculd be given, and 2 close study of English syntax wculd reveal that
sdjectivea and verbs are treated ideniically with respect o & congidersble
pumber of tranaformationgl rules and bave a large number of lexical
preperties in common. Such facts, edded to the ones we have already
presented, would comstitute sereng evidernce tor the asserticn that vhat
traditicnal grammarians called adjectives aund verbs are really members

of the same major grammatical category.



